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established, managed to find and condemn over four hundred
victims to death 1

The next most important city of the southern departments
of France to Lyons and Marseilles, if second to them, was
Bordeaux. It has been seen that Bordeaux rather planned
than executed an elaborate system of defence, and that its
federalist ideas were in advance of those of any other city.
Nevertheless, it did not contain so many contre-revolutionnaires
and ex-officers of the ancien reyime as Lyons, both because
its republicanism was beyond suspicion, and because the
envic/res had had no need to make plots for its possession, as it
did not lie on their line of invasion It was as the home of
the Girondins, the capital of the federalist idea, and as the
city which had expelled Ichon and Dartigoyte, and refused to
admit Troilhard and Mathieu, that Bordeaux was destined
to be made an example. It was there that the Reign of
Terror was established, with the effectual result of maintaining
absolute tranquillity in all the adjoining departments. The
first deputies on mission in that quarter were Baudot and
Chaudron-Boubsau who were joined at La Reole by the two
deputies specially despatched to Bordeaux to put down the
federalist movement; Tallien, the former clerk of the Commune
of Paris, and Ysabeau, a former Oratorian, together with a
detachment of the Parisian revolutionary or sans-culotte army
under Brune.2 The four deputies solemnly entered Bordeaux
on October 16, being received, in their own words, "by the
sans-culottes with branches of laurel in their hands, and with
cries of 'Vive la Republique! Vive la Montagne !5"3 Their
first act was to establish a military commission, which was
practically a revolutionary tribunal judging without a jury, of
the type of those instituted at Lyons, Marseilles, and Toulon,
of'which Jean Baptiste Lacombe, a former schoolmaster at
Toulouse and friend of Ysabeau, was appointed president. One
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